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Former Blue Devil basketball players single out the game that to him is the most defining of his

Duke career. Included are stars like Dick Groat, the two-sport player who later became a National

League MVP shortstop, eight national players of the year, future NBA All-Star Grant Hill, future NBA

general managers, future Fox commentator Mike Gminski, and future ESPN commentator Jay Bilas.

It provides an in-depth look at the men and games that helped shape the legendary Duke tradition.
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Good book by Al Featherston, but I doubt other fans will appreciate it. Of course being a Duke alum,

I don't care. For Duke fans that have a sense of the long history of Duke basketball, it is an

interesting read.Featherston has one of the better writing styles of the writers that follow the Devils.

With many other books, I often feel like I am reading a sports page column. Featherston usually

puts more into his writing, and it shows again here.The book is made up of chapters, each one done

by a former Duke player. There is no linking between chapters, each one is about 10 pages and is

inclusive within itself. There is a Featherston summary of the player, then a lead up to the game of

their lives. There is a first person section about the game, then it goes back to Featherston with an

aftermath and small write up of where the player is now. The first person accounts are fairly short,

never more than a couple of pages, and some just a few paragraphs.Most of the major Duke stars

over the past ~50 years are here. Some notable exceptions are Tate Armstrong, Steve Vacendak,



Vince Taylor, JJ Redick, Tommy Amaker, Grant Hill and Elton Brand. Being an '85 grad, I would

have loved to have read the account by Taylor of the '82 game vs. Clemson (Duke won in 3 OTs,

led by Taylor). But then again, it's not like anyone in the book isn't worthy of inclusion.In any case,

here is a list of the players and their games:Wojo - vs. UNC, 28 Feb 98Marin - vs. Kentucky, 18 Mar

66 (the only loss in the book, I believe)Heyman, vs. UNC, 4 Feb 61 (the fight game)Mullins, vs.

'Nova, 13 Mar 64Melchionni, vs. Maryland, 3 Feb 73Banks. Guess. You're right.Dawkins, vs. Miss.

Valley State, 13 Mar 86Alarie, vs.
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